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TITLE
'The Soviet Union is our Model' (Sulian shi women de bangyang 苏联是我们的榜样)

DATE
1953

CREATOR
Unknown

PUBLISHER
Unknown

RIGHTS
Courtesy of the IISH/Stefan R. Landsberger Collection. Photo © International Institute of
Social History.

DESCRIPTION

This 1953 propaganda poster depicts a Chinese bricklayer in the midst of his work. He
glances over his left shoulder at a vision of Soviet architectural sophistication – one of
Moscow’s Stalinskie Vysotki, or Stalin’s high-rises, a series of seven towers built between
1947 and 1953 which were themselves inspired by early twentieth century American
skyscraper design. The tower is graced by a portrait of Stalin himself, the General
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The
slogan 'The Soviet Union is our Model' hovers above the bricklayer. The term 'bangyang' (榜
样), meaning 'example' or 'model', underscores the ubiquity of the ideal standard as a
common element in socialist Chinese propaganda. Here, the model refers not only to the
Soviet Union as a model country, or the Stalin high-rise as exemplary architectural form,
but to Soviet building methods as idealized practices from which China should learn.


